FOXTON, WATFORD, BRAUNSTON AND
RUGBY

~ PHOTOGRAPHERS DREAM ~

CRUISING PACE: 3/5

HOLIDAY: T WEEK

CRUISE HIGHLIGHTS

RESTFUL PACE

SUITABLE FOR NOVICES

EXPLORE THE FAMOUS BRAUNSTON CANAL VILLAGE
STUNNING STAIRCASE LOCKS AT FOXTON AND WATFORD
SHOPPING AFTERNOON IN RUGBY

AT A GLANCE

o 86 MILES
e 12 TUNNELS
o 42 LOCKS

THE WATERWAYS AUTHORITIES CARRIES OUT MAINTENANCE WORK ALL YEAR
ROUND, PARTICULARLY IN THE WINTER, AND WE ARE UNABLE TO GUARANTEE
THAT ANY PARTICULAR ROUTE WILL BE ACCESSIBLE. PLEASE NOTE THAT OUR
LOWER PRICING OVER WINTER REFLECTS THE FACT THAT YOUR CHOICE OF
ROUTES MAY BE RESTRICTED BY THIS, AS WELL AS THE SHORTER DAYLIGHT
HOURS CRUISE HIGHLIGHTS.
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SUGGESTED ITINERARY

FRIDAY: 3 HOURS CRUISING

o COMPREHENSIVE BOAT HANDLING TRAINING AT UNION WHARF MARINA.

e CRUISE ALONG THE HARBOROUGH ARM, OPENING THE SWING BRIDGE ALONG
THE WAY.

e MOOR UP JUST BEFORE THE FOXTON BASIN FOR THE NIGHT.

e WALK DOWN THE TOWPATH TO ENJOY A MEAL IN THE BAR OR RESTAURANT AT
FOXTON LOCKS INN (0116 279 1515 TO BOOK AT BUSY TIMES).

SATURDAY: 65 HOURS CRUISING

e YOU CAN BUY BREAKFAST ROLLS AND COFFEE AT THE TOP AND BOTTOM OF
THE LOCKS TO EASE YOURSELF INTO THE DAY.

e FIND THE VOLUNTEER LOCK KEEPER AND BOOK YOUR ASCENT (YOU CAN
CHECK THE LOCK OPENING TIMES ON WWW.FOXTONLOCKS.ORG.UK/BOATERS.

e  MAKE THE MOST OF THE STUNNING VIEWS AS YOU PROGRESS UP THE LOCKS.

e ENJOY A LEISURELY CRUISE THROUGH THE WATERWAYS, NAVIGATING
THROUGH HUSBANDS BOSWORTH TUNNEL

e CONTINUE ON THROUGH THIS WINDING AND UNSPOILT SECTION OF THE
CANAL UNTIL YOU FIND THE PERFECT SPOT TO MOOR UP FOR THE NIGHT.
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http://www.foxtonlocks.org.uk/boaters

SUNDAY: 6.5 HOURS CRUISING

e HEAD ON THROUGH CRICK TUNNEL (WIDE ENOUGH FOR TWO
NARROWBOATS TO PASS)

e MOOR UP JUST BEFORE WATFORD LOCKS TO BOOK YOUR PASSAGE DOWN
WITH THE LOCK-KEEPER THIS BEAUTIFUL FLIGHT OF LOCKS IS FULLY STAFFED
BY CANAL AND RIVER TRUST VOLUNTEERS AND THEY'LL "WALK" YOU THROUGH
THE PROCESS IF YOU FORGET HOW TO OPERATE THE LOCKS. THERE'S THE
ADDED BONUS OF IT BEING MUCH LESS BUSY AND "TOURISTY”

e AT NORTON JUNCTION, BEAR RIGHT TOWARDS BIRMINGHAM AND THEN DRIVE
ON THROUGH BRAUNSTON TUNNEL WHICH IS WIDE ENOUGH FOR TWO
BOATS TO PASS.

e NEXT ARE A SERIES OF SIX LOCKS, WELL-SPACED APART. THESE ARE WIDE
ENOUGH TO CARRY TWO BOATS AT ONCE, SO IF YOU MEET ANY OTHER BOATS
GOING YOUR WAY, IT MAKES THINGS MUCH EASIER TO SHARE.

e MOOR UP IN BETWEEN THE LOCKS WHEN YOUVE HAD ENOUGH — THERE IS
NO RUSH TO GET THROUGH THEM ALL TODAY. BRAUNSTON PLAYED A PIVOTAL
ROLE IN THE ENGLISH CANAL SYSTEM AND HAS A FASCINATING HERITAGE.
PHOTOGRAPH OPPORTUNITIES INCLUDE A BEAUTIFUL PAIR OF CAST-IRON
BRIDGES COMPLETED IN 1834 AND THE 1730 ADMIRAL NELSON PUB
(HTTP// WWW.THEADMIRALNELSON.CO.UK) BESIDE LOCK NUMBER 3 WHICH IS
SAID TO BE HAUNTED BY A FIGURE IN BLACK READ MORE ON THE VILLAGE
HISTORY HERE

MONDAY: 6 HOURS CRUISING

o COMPLETE BRAUNSTON LOCKS AND STOP FOR BRUNCH AT THE
GONGOOZLER'S REST, A QUIRKY NARROWBOAT CAFE MOORED OUTSIDE THE
STOP HOUSE

e BEAR RIGHT ONTO THE OXFORD CANAL AND TAKE A NICE EASY STRETCH
THROUGH THE COUNTRYSIDE UP TO RUGBY.

e MOOR UP AT BRIDGE 59 AND TAKE THE SHORT WALK INTO TOWN FOR A SPOT
OF SHOPPING.

e CRUISE ON TO GREEN'S BRIDGE NUMBER 51 AND THE NEWBOLD VISITOR
MOORINGS, TO COSY DOWN FOR THE NIGHT.
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https://www.braunston.org.uk/org.aspx?n=Braunston-Village-History&id=90
http://www.theadmiralnelson.co.uk/

TUESDAY: 55 HOURS CRUISING

e TURN (WIND) AT THE WINDING HOLE AFTER EASENHALL LANE BRIDGE
NUMBER 34. IF YOU MISS THIS, THERE'S ANOTHER HALF A MILE AWAY.

e CRUISE ON BACK DOWN THROUGH RUGBY, BACK THROUGH THE RESTFUL
LANDSCAPE, STOPPING FOR LUNCH EN ROUTE.

e BEAR LEFT AT BRAUNSTON AND ON BACK THROUGH THE LOCKS AGAIN. AFTER
YOUVE CHOSEN YOUR MOORING SPOT, ENJOY A WANDER DOWN THE
TOWPATH TO CHOOSE A PUB FOR DINNER TONIGHT.

WEDNESDAY: 5 HOURS CRUISING

e START THE DAY WITH AN ADVENTURE THROUGH BRAUNSTON TUNNEL

e |FYOU MOOR UP JUST AFTER NORTON JUNCTION (BE SURE TO KEEP LEFT),
YOU CAN TAKE A SHORT TOWPATH WALK FOR LUNCH BACK TO THE NEW INN
AT LONG BUCKBY, WITH ITS LOCK-SIDE BEER GARDEN.

e HEAD FOR THE WATFORD LOCK FLIGHT AND BOOK YOUR PASSAGE THROUGH
WATFORD LOCKS WITH THE LOCK-KEEPER KEEP AN EYE ON THE LOCK
CLOSING TIMES, PARTICULARLY IN TIMES OF WATER SHORTAGES, WHEN THE
LAST BOAT MAY NOT BE ALLOWED THROUGH AFTER 315PM.

e TRAVEL ON BACK THROUGH CRICK TUNNEL AND MOOR UP AFTER THE
TUNNEL AND WALK INTO THE VILLAGE FOR AN EVENING MEAL ONE OF THE
PUBS.
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THURSDAY: 6 HOURS CRUISING

e (GO ON THROUGH HUSBANDS BOSWORTH TUNNEL AND UP TO THE TOP OF
FOXTON LOCKS.

e FIND THE VOLUNTEER LOCK KEEPER AND BOOK YOUR DESCENT DOWN
FOXTON LOCKS, CHECKING THE LOCK OPENING TIMES. THE TIMES FOR THIS
CHANGES REGULARLY BUT YOU CAN CHECK FOR THE MOST UP TO DATE
DETAILS HERE: HTTPS://FOXTON-LOCK-KEEPERSWIXSITECOM/FOXTON-LOCKS.

e ONCE YOU ARE DOWN THE FLIGHT, TAKE THE RIGHT ARM TOWARDS MARKET
HARBOROUGH.

e T[HERE ARE TWO SWING BRIDGES TO NAVICATE BACK TO HARBOROUGH,
WHERE YOU CAN MOOR UP IN THE BASIN AND ENJOY A MEAL AT THE
WATERFRONT (01858 434702) IN THE WARM MONTHS, CHOOSE A TABLE
OUTSIDE AND WATCH THE BOATS AS THEY NAVICATE THEIR WAY AROUND THE
BASIN. IN THE WINTER, THE RESTAURANT OFFERS OUTDOOR "IGLOOS" WHICH
ARE FUN.

FRIDAY

e ENJOY A FINAL BREAKFAST ABOARD, BEFORE VACATING THE BOAT BY 930AM.

PLEASE CHECK THAT YOUR ROUTE ISNT AFFECTED BY ANY CANAL CLOSURES BEFORE
YOU TRAVEL BY SEARCHING ON THE CANAL AND RIVER TRUSTS LIVE UPDATE PAGE.
YOU'LL NEED TO TICK THE SEARCH BOX FOR GRAND UNION CANAL:

HTTPS://CANALRIVERTRUSTORG.UK/NOTICES
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https://foxton-lock-keepers.wixsite.com/foxton-locks
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